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Giant's

Ghiberti, Lorenza (1378-1455). Italian
worker in bronze, architect, and painter, born
in Florence. In 1400 he fled from the plague
in Florence, and painted frescoes in the pal-
ace at Rimini. Returning to Florence, he was
commissioned to design the bronze doors of
the baptistery. These doors show a marked
development in the art of sculpture since the
days of the Pisani, in suavity of line and na-
turalness of figure. In 1417 he executed re-
liefs for the font at Siena. His great mas-
terpiece, the second bronze doors of the bap-
tistery, a series of panels treating the Old
Testament history, was commenced in 1425
and completed in 1452. He also executed
many commissions for monuments in San
Michele, Santa Croce, Santa Maria Novello,
the cathedral, and elsewhere.

Ghika, Jon (1817-97), Roumanian states-
man, born at Bucharest; took a leading part
in preparing the revolution of 1848 in Walla-
chia. The Sultan in 1856 made him prince
of Samos. Ghika became, 1866, president of
the council and minister of foreign affairs
in the provisional government. Under the
new constitution he was twice prime min-
ister. From 1881 to 1890 he was Roumanian
minister in London. Of his writings, the best
known are: Convorbiri Economics (1866-
73); Memories of Exile (1890); he translated
several of Shakespeare's dramas into Rou-
manian.

Ghilan. See Gilan.

Ghilzai, a Pathan tribe of S.E. and N.W.
Afghanistan; a tall, stalwart race of shep-
herds and farmers, cruel, and suspicious of
strangers. They speak the Afghan language.
According to their own tradition they are
of Turkish origin.

Ghirlandajo, a family of Florentine ar-
tists (I.) DOMENICO DI TOMMASO CORRADI DI

BICORDI (1449-94) surnamed IL GHIRLAN-
DAJO, or the Garland-maker. His master-
pieces are the Sassetli Chapel in Santa Trin-
ita and the choir of Santa Maria Novella,
Florence. (2.) RIDOLFO (1483-1561), son of
Bomenico, became as noted in easel as his
father was in mural painting. Raphael in-
trusted drapery to him. His best pictures are
at Florence, St. Petersburg, and Berlin.

Ghorkhar, or Onager, the variety of Asi-
atic wild ass which is found in northwestern
India and Beluchistan.

Ghost-moths are members of the family
Hepialidae, remarkable for their pale colors.

Ghosts* See Psychical Research.

Ghur, a region of Asia, near Herat in Af-
ghanistan, stretching towards Kandahar, co-

ncident in part with ancient Paropamisus.
Ghurkas, a race of hardy mountaineers in
Nepal, who, of Rajput descent, acquired sov-
ereignty, 1767-8, over the aboriginal inhabi-
.ants of the country. The East India Com-
pany came into collision with them, and in
1816 obtained possession of the southern
slopes of the Himalayas but consented to rec-
ognize the independence of Nepal. The Ghur-
, enlisting in the British Indian army,
proved loyal in the Mutiny, and since then
iave given proof of their valor in other con-
flicts on the Indian frontier.
G I, Government Issue, a term applied in
World War II to materials supplied to the
armed services. The *G I Bill of Rights/
which was enacted by Congress in 1944? pro-
vided aid to veterans in hospitalization, edu-
cation and vocational training, unemploy-
ment compensation, and loans for the pur-
chase of homes and business property. Men
n the services were known as 'G I Joes/
Giannone, Pietro  (1676-1748), Neapoli-
tan historian, was a native of Ischitella, Capi-
tanata.   While practising law at Naples he
composed his great history Storia Civile del
Regno  di Napoli, published in  1723   (Eng.
trans.   1729-31).   His   Anecdotes  Ecdesias-
\iques (1738) were republished in Opere Pos-
tume   (1760); his later works appeared as
Opere Inedite (ed. Mancini, 1859). See Life
in Italian, by Panzini   (1821), and Pieran-
toni's Autobiografia di P. Giannone (1890).
Giants. eGiantism,' regarded as a disease,
is closely connected with the disease known
as acromegaly which some think is caused
by a certain morbid process, an excessive de-
velopment of the anterior lobe of the pitui-
tary body. When this condition does not be-
come active until after the age of twenty-five,
the  result is acromegaly;  if it appears in
early youth, then the whole of the limbs are
affected, and the stature becomes gigantic.
Giant's Causeway, a remarkable group
of basaltic rocks on the north coast of Co.
Antrim, Ireland, 8 m. e.n.e. of Portrush.   It
consists of a vast number of columns, gener-
ally pentagonal or hexagonal. The causeway
proper   is   a  low   promontory   formed   of
closely packed columns. Altogether there are
about forty thousand pillars, fitting into each
other most perfectly, and jointed horizontally.
The   peculiar   columnar   structure   of   the
causeway rocks is shown by geologists to re-
sult from the contraction in cooling of the
lava of which they are composed. The Giant's
Causeway derives its name from the legend
which ascribes its construction to Finn M*-